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Mission Statement: 
 

Empower People with  
Developmental 

Disabilities to Live, Learn, Work 
and Be Involved in Their  

Community 

Upcoming Events 

Early Intervention  
Thanksgiving Feast 
November 15, 2018 

5:00—7:00 pm 
200 E. High St. Circleville 

PCBDD Board Meeting  
December 12, 2018 

5:00 pm 
Ohio Christian University Cafeteria 

PCBDD Offices Closed 
November 21st - 23rd 
December 24th - 26th 

December 31st - January 1st 

To submit story ideas, news 
releases, or suggestions, 

please contact: 

Marie Wilbanks, SSA Director 
mwilbanks@pickawaydd.org 

John Joyce, Social Media  
Coordinator 

jjoyce@pickawaydd.org 

 

Like Us on Social Media  

@PickCBDD 

Fall 2018 

What’s New: 

Creating a Culture of 

Coordinated Support 
Students with disabilities, age 14 through 21, are 
considered “in transition”.  This means engaging in 
adult activities and taking on adult responsibilities.  
Soon they will experience further education, em-
ployment, and adult relationships.  This transition 
period can be exciting for the student; if, however, 
the student and their families encounter a fragment-
ed system that operates in silos, this can be a time of 
confusion and frustration.  An environment where 
agencies and providers do not communicate or col-
laborate may cause anxiety or fear for students as 
they look toward their future. 

PCBDD’s Culture of Coordinated Support initiative 
creates an effective, efficient, person-centered sys-
tem where students, families, schools, agencies, pro-
viders, and community businesses and organizations 
work together toward a shared goal of helping stu-
dents become independent, productive adults.  

The Circleville City School District, Opportunities 
for Ohioans with Disabilities, and PCBDD are part-
nering together to make student-to-adulthood transi-
tioning a smooth process.  A team of representatives 
from the partner agencies will create and implement 
support plans with shared values and responsibilities 
that build upon the strengths of each member. Con-
sequently, students will receive badly-needed sup-
ports in a far more effective and efficient manner. 

The kick-off of this project happened early in Au-
gust when school staff returned from summer break.  
Circleville Schools hosted an event in which thir-
teen agencies shared information regarding their 
services.  During this school year, seven students 
will participate in this joint project as we iron out 
the kinks of transitioning.  From this initiative we 
hope to improve the outcome for a student as they 
transition to adulthood, and reassure families that 
their loved one will be successful living, learning, 

working and being involved in their community.  
       -Mike Pelcic, Superintendent 

In August, a new round of interns hit the floor at El Dorado 
Scioto Downs Racino.  These 
new candidates were chosen 
through a selection process 
involving a skills assessment 
and interview.  Current in-
terns are just finishing their 
first rotation of job skills de-
velopment.  Pictured to 
right, Shana Carter wraps up 
her most recent progress 
meeting with glowing re-
ports from her supervisors.   

The new waiver waiting list rule went into effect September 
1st, 2018,  and SSAs are beginning the lengthy process of as-
sessing “immediate”, “current” and “future” needs of people 
receiving services.  While this new process might seem con-
fusing, the change of assessment provides a clearer practice 
for offering waiver services to people in need of support.   Ad-
ditional information about the new waiting list rule can be 
found on the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities’ 
website. 

Berger Project SEARCH school year is in full swing, and in-
terns  are well on their way to learning a variety of workplace 

skills.  Intern Taylor 
Cottrell meets with her 
team members and 
work colleagues to dis-
cuss her progress in the 
Central Sterile Depart-
ment of the hospital.  
Taylor’s peers and su-
pervisor note her in-
creased maturity and 
sense of responsibility 
while on the job.    
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Business Awards Night 2018 

Business Awards Night  

Winners 

2018 

Employee Award 

Kyle Moore 

Robbie Perkins 

Employer Award 

Donatos of Circleville 

Applebees of Chillicothe 

Mentor Award 

Alyssa Hettinger: 

Health Care Logistics 

SSA Award 

Shana Carter 

 

This year’s Business Awards Night was held 

on October 10th at Cooks Creek Golf Course.  

The event highlighted employment success 

throughout Pickaway County, and honored 

those dedicated to Employment First! 

A well-kept  
secret: SSA Pat  
loves big hugs. 

Make sure to give  
him one next time  

you see him! 

THANKS OF HELPING US  

CELEBRATE SUCCESS! 

Pumpkin Show Participant 

Morgan Ramey loves Pumpkin Show!  She especial-

ly enjoys seeing the massive pumpkins during 

weigh-in.  How can anyone grow something so 

huge?  Morgan set out to cultivate her own jumbo 

pumpkin in her backyard.  She had tried in years 

past to grow a large gourd but always caved in be-

fore it reached full size because she also REALLY 

LIKES CARVING THEM.  This year, however, Morgan resisted the urge to pull her Great Pump-

kin, and showed up for weigh in with this 43 pound monster.  Congratulations, Morgan! 


