Spring 2019

What’s New:

Spreading Kindness and
Wonder

Resource Information
Pickaway County Board of
Developmental Disabilities
200 East High Street
Circleville, Ohio 43113
Phone: (740) 477-3353
Fax: (740) 477-6772
pickawaydd.org

Like Us on Social Media
@PickCBDD

To submit story ideas, news
releases, or suggestions,
please contact:
Marie Wilbanks, SSA Director
mwilbanks@pickawaydd.org
John Joyce, Social Media
Coordinator
jjoyce@pickawaydd.org

Ohio Department of
Developmental Disabilities
dodd.ohio.gov
Board Members
Gwen Wolford (President)
Jeff Rawlins (Vice-President)
Matt Tootle (Secretary)
Cara Layne
Bill McGowan
Greg Miller
Jennifer Rainey
Mission Statement:
Empower People with
Developmental
Disabilities to Live, Learn, Work
and Be Involved in Their
Community

Upcoming Wonder Events
FAME:
Fashion, Art, Music,
Entertainment
May 4th, 2019
6:30 PM
Rhoads Garden Center
Run, Walk, Roll
Against Bullying:
Teen Task Force 5K
May 11th, 2019
10:00 AM
Mary-Virginia Crites Hannan
Park

Every year, the Pickaway County Library partners with Berger Health to host One Book, One
Community. Designed to encourage literacy
and spark community conversation, this reading event has showcased subjects in the past
such as the opioid epidemic, mortality, and longitudinal health. This year, PCBDD and the
Pickaway County Community Foundation
signed on to the project to bring W onder, by
R.J. Palacio, to readers. W onder tells the story
of a boy with significant facial differences who
is entering public school for the first time. The
book explores the perspective of various characters, helping the reader more easily understand the journey of each.
If you haven’t read the book, give it a try. It’s
accessible for almost any reader, and it captures
so much of the fear, frustration and rejection
many kids with disabilities and their families
feel. It also shows us how we all shine more
brightly when we lift each other up. The book
preaches a narration of kindness, which feels in
somewhat short supply sometimes. Its message
is geared toward kids, but there is much wisdom for adults as well. Best, it offers us the
opportunity to openly talk about disability and
how we, as a community, can embrace (and
celebrate!) our differences. We certainly are all
Wonders!
-Mike Pelcic, Superintendent

Berger Hospital’s Project SEARCH program wraps up on May
21st with a graduation from the three completing interns. Already, two of the Project SEARCH students have found employment, and a third is finishing her final internship. Best of
luck to these ladies as they head into adulthood with new
jobs!

Pickaway County Community Action released a new transportation application in March. This app allows riders to
schedule rides through the app and see, in real time, where
their ride is located. This application is expected to decrease
the number of calls riders must place to determine when a
ride will arrive, and in return make services through PICCA
transportation more efficient. Call PICCA for details.
Early Intervention celebrated Developmental Disabilities
Awareness Month with a “We Are All Wonders” story time at
the library. Kids read the children’s
book of the same name by R. J. Palacio,
and learned that it is important to celebrate everyone’s uniqueness and
differences. “We Are All Wonders” is
part of the One Book, One Community
series of events sponsored by PCBDD,
the Pickaway County Library, Berger
Health Foundation, and the Pickaway
County Community Foundation. For
more One Book, One Community
events in 2019, see the “upcoming
events” in this newsletter or visit the
One Book, One Community Facebook
page. And remember to #PickKind!

Developmental Disabilities Awareness 2019

A well-kept
secret: SSA Pat
loves big hugs.
Make sure to give
him one next time
you see him!

New Faces at PCBDD
John Huffman,
Transition Services
Specialist

Amber Wickstrom,
Service and Support
Administrator

Stacey Robinson,
Service and Support
Administrator

Dominique Ray,
Service and Support
Administrator

