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Upcoming Events 

 

PCBDD May Board Meeting 

May 30, 2017 6:00 pm 

200 E. High St. Circleville 

 

Walk and Roll Group 

Tuesdays 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Sundays 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

Mary Virginia Crites Hannan Park 

State Route 188, Circleville 

 

Early Intervention NEW Play Group 

Thursdays 10:00 am 

Lighthouse Church 

State Route 104, Circleville 

 

 

 

 
To submit story ideas, news releases, or suggestions, please contact: 

Marie Wilbanks, SSA Director   Amy Miller, Service and Support Administrator           

mwilbanks@pickawaydd.org    amiller@pickawaydd.org 
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What’s New: 

Provider Appreciation  

 

-The chilly weather was no match for the track athletes 

that showed up to Pickaway County Special Olympics’ Fun 

Meet!  Coordinated by Circleville Kiwanis, the event 

featured six area teams.  Pickaway County Special Olympics 

athletes represented their team well, with a slew of medals 

and ribbons to show for their efforts.  Congratulations to all 

participants!       

 

 

 Over the past few years, PCBDD has made significant strides in 
supporting people with disabilities who seek competitive community 
employment.  Programs like the Bridges to Transition grant and 
positions such as the Transitions Services Specialist have helped 
increase the percentage of people who are employed in the community 
to 38% of eligible individuals in 2017.  PCBDD is anxious to continue 
this trajectory by encouraging more adults to find jobs.  
 To maintain the momentum of transitioning people into 
community employment, the Board hired John Joyce to provide 
Employment Navigation services.  John is responsible for helping 
adults over the age of 25 find successful community employment 
opportunities.  He works closely with Opportunities for Ohioans with 
Disabilities counselors, vendors, employers and transportation 
providers to make sure services are successfully coordinated. 
 John is also meeting with people receiving services and their 
families to identify barriers to employment.  The prospect of leaving a 
segregated program and working in the community can be 
intimidating, and part of John’s job is to figure out how to help 
everyone feel more comfortable with this change.  It is John’s 
responsibility to understand the various paths to community 
employment, and then to assist each person in finding his or her place 
upon that path.   
 John is already well underway with his Employment First 
efforts.  He began meeting with participants at area agencies to 
promote the idea of community employment.  He facilitated an 
employment fair at Scioto Downs Racino with a number of PCBDD 
enrollees, several of whom were offered jobs.  He was also on hand to 
accept the “Best Practice Award” on behalf of PCBDD, awarded by 
APSE of Ohio (pictured below).     

Without dedicated, patient and trustworthy staff, 

PCBDD could not provide any of the critical 

supports offered to its over 400 enrollees.  To 

better celebrate its most important partners, 

PCBDD has undertaken a Provider Recognition 

campaign.  Each month, exemplary providers are 

recognized and awarded at PCBDD’s Board 

meeting (see Barbara McGoye and Community 

Assisted Living above at April’s Board meeting).  

In addition, PCBDD’s Medicaid Manager, along 

with its Director of Support Administration, have 

started meeting with agency groups during staff 

meetings, offering thanks for hard work and 

providing an opportunity for employees to 

directly ask questions related to services.  

PCBDD is proud to work with the many kind, 

talented and giving providers within Pickaway 

County.  Our staff look forward to highlighting 

exceptional efforts by more of its finest providers 

throughout the year.          
 

 

-Good Life Facilitators Bryston Lee and Amanda Knotts 

organized an impactful and fun “Hero” training for both 

school staff and self-advocates.  The event, held at the Mary 

Virginia Crites Hannan park, featured a number of hands-on 

activities designed to help participants become better supports 

to each other and those served.   

-Teays Valley freshmen students joined Brooks-Yates 

School kids to make anti-bullying posters for the Run, Walk, 

Roll contest.  Posters were designed to raise awareness, and 

were entered into a contest, judged by Pickaway County 

Juvenile Court.  Thanks to all the students who lent their 

creativity and artistic skills! 

-Board members recently attended an enlightening Bridges 

out of Poverty training, hosted by PICCA.  The curriculum 

focused on identifying the causes of poverty, and developing 

resources to provide support to those in need.  Participants 

received valuable information about the cultural 

considerations behind generational poverty. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The Pi 

Teen Task Force’s 2017 Run, Walk, Roll 
 

PCBDD is a proud sponsor of Teen Task Force’s Run, Walk, Roll 
5K Against Bullying, and this year both PCBDD staff and enrollees 
turned out to demonstrate their heroism!  The annual race raises 
money for programming that supports at-risk youth in Pickaway 
County.  This year, Teen Task Force provided funding for youth 
mentorships, school-based peer advocacy programs, and drug 
prevention supports.  PCBDD is dedicated to making our county a 
kinder, more inclusive community for everyone, and is delighted to 
be a part of building a heroic support system for youth in Pickaway 

County!          

    

Meet the New Faces of PCBDD 
 

   Difference-Maker: Board President, Jessica Mullins 
 

 

.  

The PCBDD family has grown over the last year.  

Meet some of our newest members! 

 

Heather Foll is the Board’s Community 

Connections and Special Olympics Coordinator.  

Heather facilitates the FANS Program (Friends, 

Allies, Neighbors) and has helped expand 

opportunities for athletes in Pickaway County.  

She recently completed the Pickaway Leaders 

program, which helped her further her ties with 

community leaders in the area. 

 

Bethany Tackett is a Service and Support 

Administrator with the Board, and specializes in 

working with children attending Circleville 

Schools.  Bethany volunteers with Special 

Olympics and is becoming an instructor for The 

Good Life Network.  Bethany has a background in 

special education, which makes her a wonderful 

asset to this team during IEP season! 

 

Molly Carroll is our Transitions Services 

Specialist, providing critical assessment and 

supports for young adults getting ready to finish 

their high school experiences and move towards 

adulthood.  Molly splits her time between 

Pickaway and Madison counties, which means she 

is on the road a lot!  Molly has extensive 

experience in vocational rehabilitation, and brings 

a wealth of knowledge to her position with the 

Board. 

 

Kelli Matthews is a new Service and Support 

Administrator, and joins us from Ross County’s 

Children’s Services Program.  Kelli’s caseload 

consists primarily of high school students from 

Circleville Schools, along with a number of other 

young adults.  When Kelli isn’t hard at work, she 

likes to be on the beach.   

 

Mike Rodgers is another new Service and 

Support Administrator.  Prior to joining the Board, 

Mike worked for St. Vincent in Columbus, where 

he helped provide therapeutic supports to children 

and families.  He also spent time as a youth pastor 

for his church.  He is currently working with a 

caseload of young adults from the Teays Valley 

area.       

 
 

 

.  

 

 

 

Jessica is the Vice-President of Operations at The Savings Bank.  She lives in Circleville with 

her husband and two children. 

 

Q: How did you first become involved with the Pickaway County Board of Developmental 

Disabilities? 

A: I was approached to join the board.  With my position at the bank, we are all encouraged to 

be involved in the community. 
 

 Q: What is the Board-affiliated accomplishment for which you are most proud? 

A: The move of Brooks-Yates School into Teays Valley.  Integration! 

 

Q: How has being a part of the developmental disabilities community shaped you? 

A: It has truly been the most fulfilling opportunity to serve on a Board that makes every effort to the better the lives of 

our individuals served.  It has opened my eyes even further to the many ways society needs to open itself to our people.   

 

Q: What would you like others to know about PCBDD? 

A: That we are a Board serving the needs of very special individuals within our community.  We are not a Board that just 

makes decisions about operations, but rather we are involved and truly believe in knowing and understanding those we 

serve.  We have the upmost respect for those receiving services and the employees who diligently work to provide the 

best possible care and services. 


