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Like Us on Facebook at  

Pickaway County Developmental 

Disabilities  

 

Follow Us on Twitter 

PCBDD 

@PickawayCBDD 

 

Follow Us on Instagram at 

pickawaycountydd 

#pickawaycountydd 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Special Olympics Golf Scramble 

September 24th, 2017 

Registration at Noon 

Pickaway Country Club  

 

PCBDD Board Meeting  

September 27, 2017 

6:00 pm 

200 E. High St.  Circleville 

 

Business Awards Night 

October 11th, 2017 

6:00 pm 

Ohio Christian University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To submit story ideas, news releases, or suggestions, please contact: 

Marie Wilbanks, SSA Director   Amy Miller, Service and Support Administrator           

mwilbanks@pickawaydd.org    amiller@pickawaydd.org 

 

 

 

Board Talk 

A Pickaway County Board of Developmental Disabilities Newsletter 

 

Summer 
2017  

 

What’s New: 

Ending the “R” Word  -For the month of August, PCBDD launched a social 

media campaign to “End the ‘R’ Word”.  Each day, an image 

was posted of a person receiving services, choosing a 

positive way to describe him or her.  Thank you to everyone 

in the community who liked and shared these pictures.  Join 

Pickaway County in eliminated the “R” Word, and remind 

friends and family to “pick a different word”.       

 
Gwen is originally from Springfield, OH but has called Pickaway County 
home for more than 30 years. She is retired from The Ohio State 
University’s agriculture college and works as a consultant in government 
affairs. She is a member of Sunrise Rotary, a 4-H volunteer, member of 
Community United Methodist Church, and the PCN Leadership Program 
advisory board in addition to serving as vice president of the Board of DD. 
She has two sons who farm in eastern Pickaway County.  
************************************************************ 
-How did you first become involved with the Pickaway County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities? 
When I joined the Board in January,2009.  
-What is the Board accomplishment of which you are most proud? 
The reduction of the waiting lists for people receiving services who need 
Medicaid waivers. 
-How has being a part of the developmental disabilities community 
shaped you? 
Since I had no prior experience with DD services I have learned a great 
deal about the complexities of dealing with individual needs and I have 
gained a great deal of respect for our consumers and their loved ones for 
the spirit in which they face their challenges and live their lives. 
-What do you think is your most important responsibility as an 
advocate? 
I think it is to truly listen to the needs of our consumers and their loved 

ones so that we provide the best possible quality of life to those whom we 

serve while being excellent stewards of taxpayer dollars. With my  

 

 

 
 

     My brother, who is four years younger than me, 

was born with Down Syndrome. Down Syndrome 

is a genetic condition in which a person has 47 

chromosomes instead of the usual 46. (My brother, 

may I add, wears that extra chromosome like a 

rock star.)  My parents never sat me down and had 

any kind of talk with me about my brother being 

“different.” The reason they never did was simple 

– he’s not. He walks, runs, talks, grieves, tells 

jokes, plays sports, cries, gets mad, has pet peeves 

and works for a living just like the rest of us. He 

also laughs, hugs and makes time to really talk and 

listen to others much more than the rest of us. 

Because of this, in comparison, I feel as though the 

rest of us are the ones who are “disabled”.   We 

tend to hold in our emotions.  We refrain from 

hugging one another.   We don’t take the time to 

find out how someone else is truly doing.  We hold 

back loud laughter or try not to cry with or for 

someone.   We, in return, are the ones who are 

“handicapped”. 

     We live in a society where people use the word 

“retarded” to describe something they find to be 

stupid, annoying or intolerable, but so do some 

adults.   The words retard and retarded have 

becoomebecomturned  

-The SSA Department welcomes its newest member, 

Jeremy Joyce, to the team.  Jeremy lives in Pickerington and 

has a background in middle childhood education.  He is also a 

Cleveland sports fan.  Jeremy is primarily working with 

children and families in the Teays Valley and Circleville 

School Districts.  Welcome, Jeremy!     

-Developmental Specialist Joyce Lutz is retiring from 

PCBDD after 12 years of employment with Early 

Intervention.  Joyce began her career in education and 

transitioned to working with children ages birth through two 

after her retirement from the school system.  Joyce will be 

greatly missed by her PCBDD family, and we wish her the 

best of luck with her future adventures! 

-Brooks-Yates School is back in session at its location in 

the Teays Valley School District, and PCBDD is excited to 

welcome its newest teacher, Ashley Compton.  Ashely is an 

Intervention Specialist with a background in teaching 

preschool and kindergarten.  She is teaching the elementary 

classroom of Brooks-Yates School.  Welcome, Ashley!        

 

 

years of experience in 
government affairs I also see 
a key role as monitoring 
public policy effecting the 
DD community and being 
active in advocacy if/when it 
is needed with the state and 
federal government.  
-What would you like 
others to know about 
PCBDD? 
It is an inspiring group of 

dedicated professionals who 

truly care about the 

individuals we serve. 

Thank You, Gwen, 

For Your Service! 

 

  

become slang, in an 

ugly way.  Teach 

your children that 

using the word 

“retarded” as slang 

is not kind.  It can 

hurt people with 

disabilities and 

their families. 

 

-Heather Foll 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FAME 2017 
FASHION, ART, MUSIC, ENTERTAINMENT 

A COMMUNITY EVENT 

 

Why Host FAME? 

Be it in movies, television, magazines or other forms of media, people with 

disabilities are often misrepresented or not represented at all.  People with 

disabilities are far less likely than their typically developing peers to see 

characters or models who look like them.  The Pickaway County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities believes that there is BEAUTY IN DISABILITY!  FAME 

provides those receiving services, their families, and the general public an 

opportunity to come together to celebrate the diverse beauty that disability adds 

to our community.  Thank you to all of our businesses, artists and partners who 

made FAME such a memorable and fun evening.  We look forward to hosting 

this celebration next year! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In July, PCBDD hosted its first FAME 

(fashion, art, music, entertainment) event 

at Rhoads Garden Center.  The evening 

featured a variety of local businesses, 

artists and musicians, and attendees 

enjoyed food, drinks, dancing and a 

fashion show!  To see photos and videos 

from the event, check out PCBDD’s webpage: 

www.pickawaydd.org. 

 


