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What’s New:

FANS Expands
Just over a year ago, the Board launched its FANS
Network: (Friends, Allies, and Neighbors) as part of an
effort to help people receiving services address unmet
needs. The idea was simple – create a network of
community members who were willing to give time or
resources to helping people with disabilities. Since its
inception, the FANS Network has enthusiastically
responded to a range of requests from the Board, from
air conditioning units and new mattresses for people
unable to afford these purchases, to the formation of a
walking group and book club for people hoping to get
healthier and broaden their interests.
For most of us, our lives feel most enriched when we
have broad access to our families, friends, civic
organizations, faith-based communities, and hobbies.
Unfortunately, the connectivity or sense of belonging of
people with disabilities is often far less significant.
Even well-intentioned people see those within the
disability community as defined by their disability, and
thus different and less capable.
This year, the FANS Network is expanding its efforts
towards “community connection”. By placing a greater
emphasis on identifying interests, hobbies and
networks,
PCBDD’s
Community
Connections
Coordinator, Heather Foll, hopes to link people with
disabilities to peers in
the larger community
with the same interests.
Through this shift in
concentration, PCBDD
hopes to provide
broader, more
significant and
meaningful connectivity
for those receiving
services.

Pickaway County’s Early Intervention program is
able to evaluate children under the age of three years
old for autism. If a family is concerned that their
young child may exhibit some signs of autism, they
should contact the Pickaway County Early
Intervention
Service
Coordination
office
at
740-474-9544 ext. 118.

The SSA Department welcomes its newest member,
Anne Allen, to the Board! Anne has previous experience
with PCBDD from several years ago when she acted as
Investigative Agent. Anne took a break from working
with Board to raise her children, and is not back to work
outside her home. Welcome back, Anne!
March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness
Month, and PCBDD is planning its annual basketball
games and I-Can Story Time activities.
People
interested in participating in March Awareness should
contact their Developmental Specialists or Service and
Support Administrators.
A good education is often the foundation for a
successful future, and access to robust educational
services for people with developmental disabilities is
especially critical. This February, PCBDD is sharing
information about special education services in
Pickaway County so families will feel better informed
about what to expect during meetings with school
districts.

March Awareness 2018:
Celebrating Differences

March is Developmental
Disabilities Awareness Month,
and this year PCBDD is
celebrating differences.
What makes YOU different?
Paige is a
wonderful dancer. She
loves to
perform with her friend,
Tara.

Joey loves
attending and volunteering
at
the Pumpkin Show
Mila loves her
dog, Kindey.She thinks it’s
especially fun to dress her
for the holidays!

Brad has a
wicked basketball shot
from half court. His
accuracy is
amazing

Will is a HUGE
OSU fan. He’s constantly
ready for game day in
scarlet and gray.

Heather is a
natural artist.
She loves painting
and discovering
unique color combinations while
she works.

SSA Elizabeth
is always the life of the
party! She says she’s
enjoyed being on-the-go
for as long as she
remembers.

If Ty isn’t in
the Circleville
Tigers football
huddle, he’s
announcing
basketball games
with PCBDD.

A well-kept
secret: SSA Pat
loves big hugs.
Make sure to give
him one next time
you see him!

The tie comes
off! When not
at work, Mike
spends time
playing with
his puppy.

Curtis is a
smooth talker!
He raised over
$1,500 for
Special Olympics
this year!

Learning More:
Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)

Resource Information
Pickaway County Board of
Developmental Disabilities
200 East High Street
Circleville, Ohio 43113
Phone: (740) 477-3353
Fax: (740) 477-6772
pickawaydd.org
Ohio Department of
Developmental Disabilities
dodd.ohio.gov
Board Members
Gwen Wolford (President)
Jeff Rawlins (Vice-President)
Matt Tootle (Secretary)
Kristin Gardner
Cara Layne
Bill McGowan
Greg Miller

As the prevalence of children with special needs attending public
schools grows, it is increasingly important that families understand
the mandates driving education-related decision-making. Education
teams often discuss “Least Restrictive Environment”, but what does
this mean?
-Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) is a package of supports and
services, rather than a “place”. A continuum of services and supports
provided to a student is based on the unique needs of each child and
should be provided within the general education setting as much as
possible. LRE, which is part of a foundation of educational best
practice, is based on a philosophy of inclusion. This philosophy mirrors
PCBDD’s mission and values, and serves as PCBDD’s guiding vision for
its role in education supports. PCBDD is currently exploring how best to
shift resources and look beyond the walls of its traditional classrooms
at Brooks-Yates School to share its specialized skills in school districts.
Sharing expertise will ensure that students are educated in their Least
Restrictive Environment.
For more information about LRE, visit:
www.ocali.org/project/least_restrictive_envrionment_video

Like Us on Facebook at
Pickaway County
Developmental Disabilities
Follow Us on Twitter
PCBDD
@PickawayCBDD
Follow Us on Instagram at
pickawaycountydd
#pickawaycountydd

Upcoming Events
Community Baby Shower
March 9, 2018
11:00 am – 12:30 pm
Circleville Library
OCU March Madness
Basketball Game
March 21, 2018
6:00 pm
OCU Gymnasium

To submit story ideas, news releases, or suggestions,
please contact:

FAME (Fashion, Art, Music,
Entertainment)
May 19, 2018
6:00 pm
Rhoads Garden Center

Marie Wilbanks, SSA Director
mwilbanks@pickawaydd.org
John Joyce, Social Media Coordinator
jjoyce@pickawaydd.org

