
Summer 2020 

What’s New: 

Humming Along 
And despite so many changes, PCBDD continues to hum 
along. 

Starting in March at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we had the Stay at Home order, followed by the Stay Safe 
Ohio order. As the Board cancelled its beloved March Mad-
ness basketball games, I saw the whole world shut down. If 
you drove past our empty parking lot, you wouldn’t have 
been able to guess that during the past several months, 
PCBDD was still operating. Staff quickly shifted to working 
from home with the assistance of remote supports. The di-
rection to our employees was to stay safe and ensure that 
everyone we serve was safe and healthy. I am thankful for 
the county board employees for being flexible and rising to 
the occasion. 

For the people we serve, unfortunately, the shut-down 
caused by the pandemic has made life more difficult. Adult 
day habilitation centers are closed, and many people with 
employment were furloughed or laid-off. Services and sup-
ports needed to shift to the increased demand for residen-
tial supports. We owe a debt of gratitude to the direct sup-
port professionals going into people’s homes to provide the 
most critical care.  They are the people who continue to 
provide services in residences, assuring everyone’s needs 
are met. I am grateful for these front-line workers; they are 
our real heroes.    

Being an incurable optimist, I like to think we are six months 
closer to having a vaccine that will return us to life as we 
knew it. The economy is picking up, people are being called 
back to work, and not every meeting is virtual. I look for-
ward to the day when the pandemic is over. It will give us a 
chance to analyze what we learned, determine what could 
be done better, and reimagine a new normal for a brighter 
and better future.  

In the meantime, keep washing 
your hands, keep a social distance, 
and wear a mask.  If we do our 
part, we will keep others safe, keep 
the cases of COVID down, and al-
low everyone to say once again, 
“we’re humming along, world!”  

-Mike Pelcic, Superintendent 

-With the changing landscape caused by COVID-19, 
PCBDD, like many other organizations, has evaluated 
the access of its enrollees to technology.  As our culture 
shifts permanently to more virtual forms of communica-
tion, the Board has taken steps to address the inequity 
of access to tech supports for people with disabilities.  
In August, the SSA Department launched a “lending 
library” of both low and high tech devices for partici-
pants to borrow and explore.  This allows people a 
chance to determine which technologies are the best fit 
for them.  SSAs are then able to help each person de-
termine how they can permanently obtain a suitable de-
vice.  PCBDD staff will continue to evaluate the best 
ways to meet changing needs both during and after the 
pandemic. 

-Despite a series of challenges, an abbreviated ver-
sion of Summer Youth Services still took place this year.  
Five young adults, split between two sites, spent six 
weeks learning about 
the fundamentals of 
work and trying various 
job tasks.  Alan Hines, 
pictured right at Cooks 
Creek Golf Course, 
learned a wide variety 
of skills that will better 
prepare him to join the 
workforce upon gradu-
ation.  Summer Youth 
Services is provided in 
partnership with Oppor-
tunities for Ohioans 
with Disabilities. 

-Congratulations to 
the Culture of Coordi-
nated Support team, 
made up of staff from 
Circleville Schools, Opportunities for Ohioans with Disa-
bilities and PCBDD.  This group’s presentation on their 
work to unify outcomes for students between their dis-
parate agencies was selected for 2020’s OCALICON 
Conference.  Representatives from the team will discuss 
their efforts at alignment, resulting in greater efficacy of 
service delivery.  Best wishes as they present at this 
prestigious event! 



Services during a pandemic 

Developmental Specialist Paula 

Terry-Locke makes her Zoom 

meetings fun for everyone when 

she brings out her props for the 

camera.  The Early Intervention 

team has continued to meet with 

families throughout the pandem-

ic, but appointments are now con-

ducted virtually.  While this can 

be challenging, especially when 

working with small children, the 

group has used creativity to keep 

everyone engaged and closing 

developmental gaps.  

Life during the COVID-19 crisis 

looks a little different than usu-

al.  There are far fewer in-

person interactions for every-

one.  Above, Shawn Price en-

joys a trip to the lake with his 

family.  Shawn and his family 

spend lots of their free time 

during summer at this favorite 

spot.  Left, Debbie Hutchinson 

enjoys the fruits of her garden-

ing labors.  These raised garden 

beds were installed this year by 

FANS supporters.  Right, Luke 

Thompson took first place with 

his 4-H hog at the Pickaway 

County Fair.  While there were 

fewer spectators this year, Jun-

ior Fair participants still showed 

their projects.   

Starting in March, 

SSAs ceased most 

in-person visits in 

order to decrease 

exposure for peo-

ple receiving ser-

vices.  This didn’t 

keep SSAs from 

getting creative 

and connecting 

with families in 

new ways.  SSA Kelli Matthews dropped off fun props 

and a selfie background for kids on her caseload so 

they would have an activity during isolation.  Pictured 

above is Tori Barlowe with her twin sister, Julia, with 

their backdrop.  SSAs also 

mailed crafts and activities 

for people to enjoy while 

staying at home.   In addi-

tion, FANS Network supports 

sent cards and letters to 

people who were unable to 

leave their homes.   



The Board extends a huge CONGRATULA-
TIONS to Geno and his family!  Geno’s adop-
tion was officially finalized this May 

PCBDD’s property on Lancaster Pike, for decades the home of 

Pickaway Diversified Inc, was vacated in this summer and do-

nated to the Pickaway County Commissioners.  Statements from 

the Commissioners indicate they intend to complete several 

much-needed renovations and then use the site for various 

community needs, including creating storage space for Emer-

gency Management supplies.  The donation of this building back 

to the county felt like a fitting gesture since the building was 

originally purchased with taxpayer dollars.  Now Pickaway 

County’s citizens can benefit from new uses of the space. 

Congratulations to Sally Straws-

er, who retired from Brooks-

Yates School after 26 years of 

employment.  Sally’s friends put 

together signs and well wishes 

for her as part of a “drive by” 

send-off.  Sally is looking forward 

to spending time at home with 

her sister and RELAXING.  Best 

wishes to her! 

A big thank you to Circleville Roosters for donating a 

$100 Walmart gift card to a family who needed a little 

extra help with stocking their pantry and picking up 

some school supplies while waiting for other assistance 

to arrive. 



Resource Information 

Pickaway County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities 

200 East High Street 
Circleville, Ohio 43113 
Phone: (740) 477-3353 

Fax: (740) 477-6772 
pickawaydd.org 

 
Ohio Department of             

Developmental Disabilities 
dodd.ohio.gov 

 
Board Members 

Gwen Wolford (President) 
Jeff Rawlins (Vice-President) 

Matt Tootle (Secretary) 
Cara Layne 

Bill McGowan 
Greg Miller 

Jennifer Rainey 
 

Mission Statement: 
 

Empower People with  
Developmental 

Disabilities to Live, Learn, Work 
and Be Involved in Their  

Community 

Upcoming Events 

Board Meetings  
(All Conducted Virtually) 

 
September 24th, 2020 

6:00 PM 
 

October 29, 2020 
6:00 PM 

 
December 10th, 2020 

6:00 PM 
 

Links to Board meetings post-
ed on PCBDD website and  

The Herald 

To submit story ideas, news 
releases, or suggestions, 

please contact: 

Marie Wilbanks, SSA Director 
mwilbanks@pickawaydd.org 

John Joyce, Social Media  
Coordinator 

jjoyce@pickawaydd.org 

 

Like Us on Social Media  

@PickCBDD 
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