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What’s New: 

Service “Above and Beyond” 

It is with great appreciation and thanks that we say 
goodbye our two most senior Board members who are 
completing their maximum years of service with 
PCBDD.  Gwen Wolford and Greg Miller have served 
for the last 12 years—their original terms starting in 
2009—and their leadership has seen the Board 
through unprecedented changes and progress in the 
world of developmental disabilities.  Times at the 
Board were much different when they first chose to 
volunteer their time. People enrolled in services were 
nearly half of the number of people enrolled today, 
and supports looked very different.  During the last 
twelve years, Greg and Gwen volunteered countless 
hours attending Board meetings, providing guidance 
for improving services and supports, and bringing life 
to the Board’s Mission Statement. I cannot briefly list 
all the changes and accomplishments made during 
Gwen and Greg’s term on the Board, as it could fill a 
book. What I will say is that their leadership was inval-
uable. On behalf of all the stakeholders and I, we are 
forever grateful for all the time they dedicated to mov-
ing the Board forward.  We wish them the best and 
look forward to their continuing support in a new ca-
pacity. 

Filling Greg and Gwen’s open seats are LaDonna Ed-
wards and Jennifer Rhoads.  Both new members bring 
bright and important perspectives to this important 
body.  As a professional in the field of nursing with a 
background in schools, LaDonna brings an important 
understanding of medicine—especially critical in this 
time of pandemic planning.  LaDonna is also the par-
ent of a daughter who receives services, thus fulfilling 
a critical component of the make-up of the Board.  
Jennifer Rhoads is a Pickaway County expert, with 
links to an endless number of organizations and com-
munity supports.  She is already 
working with PCBDD within her 
role at the Visitor’s Bureau to 
make our community more ac-
cessible.  I am looking forward to 
heading into the new year with 
the entire Board to see what new 
and exciting efforts we tackle to 
benefit our people served.  

-Mike Pelcic, Superintendent 

-Project SEARCH, set to launch at OhioHealth Ber-
ger Hospital this fall, hit an understandable setback with 
soaring COVID cases.  As the time for beginning the 
hospital-based internships approached, it became in-
creasingly clear that the host site would not be able to 
accommodate students within the medical setting dur-
ing this pandemic. The team continues to try to identify 
available sites that will provide on-the-job training, and 
students continue to receive appropriate instruction 
through Pickaway-Ross Career and Technology Cen-
ter.     

-PCBDD extends a heartfelt thanks, and some well-
earned goodies, to Kyann Martin.  For years, Kyann act-
ed as payee for many people receiving services through 
the Board.  Enrollees of PCBDD relied heavily on her 
organization and management of funds, and Kyann was 
always flexible in meeting the unique financial needs of 
each person.  When Pickaway Diversified Industries 
closed this year, Kyann was instrumental in transitioning 
payee services to other vendors.  We are incredibly 
grateful for her years of service.   

-Staff throughout the PCBDD organization who at-
tended OCALI’s virtual conference this year were de-
lighted to hear livestock industry specialist and autism 
advocate Dr. Temple Grandin offer this year’s keynote 
speech.  Dr. Grandin delivered an insightful presentation 
from her kitchen, reminding listeners that the world is 
better when we embrace diversity of thinking.   

-Just because we’re isolating doesn’t mean we can’t 
find ways to connect!  
This November, 
PCBDD staff formed 
teams and joined forc-
es with partner agen-
cies throughout Picka-
way County for a 
“scavenger hunt” to 
benefit Haven House.  
Four teams, each 
paired with a local 
business, collected 
personal care and cleaning items for donation.  In the 
end, the teams donated 1,300 individual items along 
with cash and gift cards for residents.    



A Letter to our community 

Please Help 

As the Autumn surge of COVID-19 cases continues to rise and numbers of positive cases tick upward across Ohio, our community of people 

with developmental disabilities is not let untouched.  Since the beginning of the outbreak, it has felt as if this virus knows how to find our 

most vulnerable.  It has found our medically compromised, including those with co-

occurring risk factors live diabetes, a compromised respiratory system, and cancer.  It 

has almost exclusively found our oldest service recipients – people who, until this gen-

eration, were expected to have shorter lifespans by virtue of having a developmental 

disability.  Within the last few weeks, the pandemic has taken our oldest client – a 

woman who, until she contracted COVID-19 through someone providing in-home care, 

was healthy, spunky, deeply religious and who lived for her dog and cat.  We are dev-

astated by her loss. 

 It was with a heavy heart that we received notification again last night that there is an 

outbreak in the home of some of our most fragile.  The group of women who live in 

this home are in their 70s and have a host of medically complicating factors that will 

put them at extremely high risk.  As with the other positive cases so far, we will spring into action and try to provide the safest, most thor-

ough care possible.   

These women require extensive hands-on assistance, which necessitates that their providers give intimate, close-contact care.   In order to 

provide appropriate support within this home, multiple staff work shifts, coming in and out of the shared space.  These women are cogni-

tively unable to process the pandemic and struggle to tolerate having a mask placed on their face.  All of these factors put both providers 

and service recipients at high risk for spread and infection.   

Most of these women do not have family to care for them or advocate for their medical needs in a hospital setting.  When hospitalize, they 

will be isolated from the faces they know and will be unable to comprehend what is happening to them in this highly sterilized setting, sur-

rounded by medical professionals in advanced PPE.    

The providers who work in these COVID-positive homes are heroes.  Until everyone in the home is medically cleared, they will provide the 

already strenuous hands-on care for these sick people, all while wearing head-to-toe PPE.  They will risk their own health and the health of 

their families to work this extremely difficult job that typically pays just over minimum wage.  If any of them become ill, the remaining staff 

may be required to work much longer shifts, which quickly becomes physically and emotionally draining.   

It has been with a degree of disbelief that we have seen people throughout our community disregard health recommendations from ex-

perts.  It was with hurt and dread that we watched people attend large outdoor gatherings, largely without masks.  Witnessing the most 

basic safety precautions we can collec-

tively take dismissed for political pur-

poses was sobering.   

This is a loving, supportive and warm 

community that values taking care of 

each other.  Perhaps we just need re-

minded: failing to exercise basic health 

precautions is not a victimless act.  It 

creates a ripple of illness that attacks 

our most vulnerable citizens.  On behalf 

of the Pickaway County Board of Devel-

opmental Disabilities, we ask that you 

support and protect each other.   

We need YOU to take care of US.          



Staying connected 

As the pandemic wears along and we collectively operate under instructions to stay at home as much as possible, it is easy 

to feel more and more isolated from family, friends, neighbors and coworkers.  Thankfully, organizations and providers are 

finding creative and fun ways to help people stay connected through technology.  Here are some new opportunities you 

might find popping up in your email.   

The Arc of Ohio, based in Franklin County, is currently offering an array of both virtual and 

community-based supports.  In particular, residents of Pickaway County are taking advantage 

of Arc’s web-based STEP services, which give enrollees the opportunity to connect with peo-

ple outside their homes, and often outside the county.  People participating in this service 

meet regularly to discuss a variety of participant-selected topics and work on outcomes in 

plans.   

 

We Thrive Together is an organization founded in northern Ohio to combat loneliness.  Origi-

nally launched as a program to connect seniors, its innovative strategies and fun approach to 

making friends has made it a hit for people throughout the state, including many with devel-

opmental disabilities.   Recently, We Thrive Together held an evening of virtual friend speed 

dating which was a smashing success.  The organization is excited to provide similar opportu-

nities in the coming months! 

 

 

While most traditional Special Olympics sports have come to a halt, Pickaway County Special Olympics 

is sending weekly activity options for participants.  These virtual opportunities, brought to people 

through partnership with Special Olympics Ohio and We Thrive Together, Activities include ways to 

move and exercise within your house, as well as a roster of on-line games to play with other partici-

pants.  Participation requires registration, so watch for sign-up links from either Pickaway County Spe-

cial Olympics or the Pickaway County Board of Developmental Disabilities! 

For anyone who missed this 

video going viral, take a mi-

nute to warm your heart and 

celebrate with Micah and his 

family!  Micah made a splash 

on TV and the internet with 

this home recording of him 

speaking the names of his family members for the first time.  We 

congratulate Micah and his family on this AMAZING milestone!   

https://youtu.be/QXLfeMRQP_A  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FQXLfeMRQP_A%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3g3tTyA2eGGGNftveu32fPPxvmbgi6V5HEz-VTuK804tcOA2rWg1OwhvM&h=AT0pI8SYxE5tj_DMCCnneVi-pfKglICs1rL8w_ntemSyY48myBU4awBSHoi4iJkooabdvtNVCaxkVT8rv7Xib6DAbDAG3tR1kUL8QqnIney5O204Bo5G


Resource Information 

Pickaway County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities 

200 East High Street 
Circleville, Ohio 43113 
Phone: (740) 477-3353 

Fax: (740) 477-6772 
pickawaydd.org 

 
Ohio Department of             

Developmental Disabilities 
dodd.ohio.gov 
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Gwen Wolford (President) 
Jeff Rawlins (Vice-President) 

Matt Tootle (Secretary) 
Cara Layne 

Bill McGowan 
Greg Miller 

Jennifer Rainey 
 

Mission Statement: 
 

Empower People with  
Developmental 

Disabilities to Live, Learn, Work 
and Be Involved in Their  

Community 

Upcoming Events 

Board Meetings  
(All Conducted Virtually) 

 
January 28th, 2021 

Links to Board meetings post-
ed on PCBDD website and  

The Herald 
 

PCBDD Offices Closed: 
December 24th 
December 25th  
December 31st 

January 1st 
 

Contact on-call for after-hours 
emergencies. 

To submit story ideas, news 
releases, or suggestions, 

please contact: 

Marie Wilbanks, SSA Director 
mwilbanks@pickawaydd.org 

John Joyce, Social Media  
Coordinator 

jjoyce@pickawaydd.org 

 

Like Us on Social Media  

@PickCBDD 
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